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Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 16 —
Against the advice of a con-
sultant, Doubleday -has just
published - a - Soviet-supplied
book that purports to provide
inside information—much of it
derogatory — about Mao Tse-
tung and his Chinese Commu-
‘Inist followers during World
War 1L

A former Forergn Service of—
ficer, John S. Service, who was.

e o

By BERNARD G‘VERTZMAN '

with " chairman Mao during
part of the period covered by

iDec. 5, appeared in Moscow in

the book, “The Viadimirov Dia-
ries,” submitted a lone critique
to Doubleday in 1973 in whch
he raised questions about the
book's - authenticity and. rec-
ommended against publication.

‘The book, published here on

A Soviet ‘Izaf/ | Crzz‘zca] of Mao

lrecommendation.
“of Mr. Service's critique, he

~iadded, “the: text

Amerjcan Government experts
do not doubt his existence,

In telephoee interviews, Mr.
Ri¢hardson said he decided to
go ahead despite Mr. Service’s
As a resulty

supplied by
Novosti was cut ahnost in half,
with some’ obvious errors
eliminated. k

. Moreover, Doubleday pnnted
a prefatory “publisher’s note”

[ text and said:

that acknowledged that it had
not; seen the orlomal Russxan

' pomt out ‘that the text con-

land that new ‘explanatory’ ma-
{iterial may have been added.
" ' The book should therefore be

HThe pubhsaer wishes-" to

tains. i certain -irconsistencies

read as both- a -historical and

a_contemporary -document.” .’

]
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= whether it actually was a diary
"1 kept by Mr. Vladimirov-or was
.| substantially or even-
fabricated. . Mr,

‘Gross Errors” Found
“The- ~ controversy concems

totaily
Service © and

1973 under the aegis of No-

ice;. wﬂ:h a:Russian title mean-

vosti, the Soviet fedture serv-;

{Service’s comments arter tha

ing “Special Region in China.”.
It was sold to Doubleday for
54,000, according to Stewart
Rxchardson,
tor.in chief, who asked for Mr.

Doubleday’s edis ‘

1 American Intemgence officials
| believe that it may have been

based on a journal kept by Mr.
Vladimirow but that it has been

bxcrmfxcantly dlcered 5
- “Tt is clear.that som .

added” mar°r1a} contains’ ﬂross
‘errors ‘and. affects both.: qub-

hel

contract had been sigmed. -

diary of -Pyotr P. Viadimirov,
who from. 1942 to 1945 was
‘|based:"in * Yenan, in norithern
Shensi. " Province, “ where Mr.
Mao had his headquarters. No-
vosti said- Mr., Viadimorov held
simultaneous :jobs .as a Tass

ization.that.w d:soar-ded by
Stalinr in 1943 i
The basic themes of the 538-
page book are that Mr. ‘Mao
and his followers were not Joyal
Communists even. in -the  war-
time years, that they were anti-
Russian and that they were
eager to make a deal .with. the
Americans.. Individually, Mr.
Mao -and his circle were dgz-
-|scribed as:reprehensible.. 7 24

The book: is said %o be the

war correspondent and a repre- |
sentative of the Comintern,-the|
international Communist organs/

I jested only in promoting himself, -

: The jackst design of a book

‘Cyrxll ie: letterm

". + Basw Themes Descrlbed‘

r Partzcular scorn “was - saved
for :Kang -Sheng, the- security
chief,. who died today, and for
Chlang ‘Ching, Mr.” Mao’s wife,
was. said .to have Yuestionable
morals .with - her career “her
only .concern.” ¢

According to- the book Mr.
Mao was crude, lazy and inter-

- “This:man,  who would not

hesitate' “to . destroy tens - and
even: hundreds: of thousands of
lives if the situation and his
personal interests warranted it,
is noted for his cowardice;,” the
book says:.“He puts his own
thealth abeve everythig else.”

day & Co,, on whxch the tag shown has a misspelling in -
,-of the Russxan ~word. for “secret s

]ust pubhsned by Double- -

' stance . and.. emphasis - of:“the
books as.d Whole,” Mr, Secvice

by Doubleday. .« ~Lud il

he said.

intanded to document a specx.xc

"Novosn told \Iew York Txmes

1 Specxa[ Features, syndicate divi-

sion-of The. New .York Times
Company, which canceled plans
to syndicate the book to news-
papers, that Mr.  Viadimirov's
diaries were recently discovered
vy his. son, Yuri: P. Vlasov, a
pformer- wworld ¥ wemhtllftmg
champior ‘and ‘now™a sports-
wntnr m Moscow. :

In ~a” teIephone mtervxew
from Berkeley, Calif., Mr. Serv-
ice -sald ‘of “Mr.. Vladxmo_rov‘
who apparently died in 1953,
that. he seemed to be on-the
fringe’; of thmgs in. ‘Yenan.

version- of history and a par-
!tlcular impression of Mao Tse-
tung that the Russian Commu-

said_in ‘the critigiie requested'

| the genuihe contemporary diarysi,
' of a Comintern-Tass represen-f
- tative inYenan from 1942-45,2F
“Rather, we have anf
‘improved’” and updated workk

!
#

“What we have, then, is not} -

T
y

nist. party wants to propaaate
in 1973 e e
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